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DISCOURSE. 



PSALM xxvn. 3. 

THOnOH A HOST SHOULD BNCAKP AGAINST VE, MY HEABT SHALL NOT 
FBA&: THOUGH WAR SHOULD BIBB AGAINST ME, IN THIS WILL I BE 
CONFIDENT. 

.The spirit of David, as sublimely exhibited in 
the text, must glow in the heart, and bum on the 
lips of the Christian Church, before she will sit in 
peace upon a conquered world. She must not fear, 
though hosts encamp against her ; and though war 
after war should rise, and shake their bloody stand- 
ards, and display their grim strength, yet must she 
ever be confident of victory. 

Fearlessness draws a weapon, which the fearful 
arm, even in a righteous cause, can never wield. 
Confidence strides onward to success along a path 
which doubt can never tread, trampling difiiculties 
in the dust, like a conqueror the necks of kings, 
and stands on the glorious height, the fortress 
stormed and won, whilst distrust is idling and trem- 
bling at the base. It quails not before the encamp- 
ment of the mightiest host ; and the bloodiest war 
will not shake its grand assurance. It sees the 
throne of God, no vain imagining, but filling in 



truth the circuit of the heavens Ikd earth ; and, 
glowing with trust and love, reclines under its 
shadow and awaits its power. So sublime was the 
faith of David, which could teach his harp to glory 
even in the caverns of the wilderness ; could give 
him hope in a pebble above the giant's spear, and 
fill his soul with the confidence of victory even in 
the presence of a host, and amid the direst threat- 
enings of war. And such indeed, with yet more 
reason and need than David's, should be the faith 
of the Christian Church, in her vast commission to 
subdue the earth, by the Cross and the Spirit. 

Faith grown up to confidence is, what the tower 
of Babel was not, built up to heaven, and fit to 
survive storm and deluge. What a sublime view 
from that high summit, if one were only there ! 
How could we assuredly gather in the whole earth, 
and lay it at the feet of Christ ! And then, descend- 
ing to the plain of action, and buckling on the 
harness, full of the enthusiasm of the sight, with what 
joy and vigor should we strive to realize the heavenly 
vision ! Would God the living Church might stand 
on that far height, and breathe the energy of such 
pure atmosphere, and kindle with the glory of a 
prospect so grand and godly ! But now she does 
not look to the ends of the earth, and walk through 
all its borders with a faith, which gives every tribe 
unhesitatingly to the Lord, and knows, without a 
doubt, that the sceptre of Christ will be the sceptre 
of the world. She fears for the ark ; she trembles 
for the throne of God. Christ indeed is mighty ; 



but mightier yet,€ne seems to feel, are the forces 
of sin. Strong is the eternal Word ; but stronger 
yet, by her conduct, she seems to make her own 
suspicions of defeat. She is not confident of Christ, 
confident of her own destiny, confident of the love 
and promises of God. And through this weakness 
of faith it is, that money dribbles, and action falters, 
and duty sleeps. Through lack of confidence in cer- 
tain victory, and a glorious issue to the sinful ages, 
the battle of the Lord is waged against heathen and 
infidel and hypocrite with so little heart, and such 
poor success, — poor, compared with the jiches of 
possible and promised conquest. But we may look 
for new days speedily, new heavens and a new earth, 
when the whole Church shall truly say, and act to 
the word : ^^ Though a host should encamp against 
me, my heart shall not fear : though war should 
rise against me, in this will I be confident." 
• Such confidence of faith in the conversion of the 
whole world it shall be the aim of the present dis- 
course to inspire in us all ; that, if the Spirit will, 
we may be more zealous and true and sacrificing 
in this first and greatest of Christian causes, as it 
was the last upon the earthly lips of Jesus. 

But if this confidence be true and profitable, it 
must be the confidence of saints, not the confidence 
of fools, as in the proverb : " The fool rageth and 
is confident." There is, indeed, rife in the world, 
nay, to a degree, in the Church too, a confidence, 
sham as vanity itself and baseless as a dream, which 
is very justly feared and condemned by the good 
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and wise. Not such, we hope, wBl be the confidence 
of this discourse ; not such will build up the Church, 
nor truly strengthen and embolden the soul. That 
confidence only is worthy the Christian and the 
man, and alone able, by grace, to grasp the world 
and subdue it to Christ, which is founded, not on 
wishes, nor fancies, nor guess-work, but on reason, 
on facts, and on the Eternal God. 

I. Let us then, in the first place, consider briefly 
a few objective and plain reasons, forcing themselves 
upon us, which, besides the inherent and necessary 
victory at last of truth and right, plead with us, and 
should persuade us all, to be, not suspicious, but 
confident^ whatever may rise in opposition, and 
threaten defeat, that ^* the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ." 

1. Evil even will he pressed into the service. 

Beyond doubt, the nature and direct tendency of 
moral evil is to abolish heaven, overturn the Throne, 
and blot out every vestige of holiness. Even natu- 
ral evil, with its own skirts pure of sin, save as the 
attendant or avenger thereof, whether it appear in 
the tempest, or in disease, or in the gentlest stroke 
of sorrow, in itself breathes only desolation. Nev- 
ertheless it is a fact, however wrapped in mystery 
till explained on high, and a fact apparent to the 
slightest glance, that evil is every where working 
on the side of truth, and righteousness, and God. 
The world is growing fruitful, more and more, like 
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a field, under the^plows of misfortune, and the har- 
rows of grief, and even under the fire and bloody 
fertilizing of war. One lays his heart in the grave, 
and out of it takes a new spirit, and a new life, in 
which Christ shall be mirrored on heathen shores. 
Some bolt of heaven shivers another's coffers ; and, 
behold ! the golden tide, covered with Bibles and 
missionaries, rolls away over pagan lands. Another 
has his bosom crushed under some great sorrow ; 
when lo ! like the bruised olive, it pours out a pre- 
cious oil for the dying, or, like the smitten rock, a 
sparkling stream for the desert. 

But gigantic evil is a more manifest and impres- 
sive agent in the sure coming of the true and uni- 
versal Christendom. And gigantic indeed has been, 
and doubtless yet will be, the hand of evil towards 
the issue of the world to God. A commercial panic 
shakes the land, like the rush of an earthquake ; 
and towering hopes crumble ; famine wails where 
luxury had rioted ; and the tread of ruin crushes 
alike cottage and marble hall. But a blessing is in 
its train. The nation, smitten and humbled, cries to 
God, and grace descends upon ten thousand circles 
of prayer ; a new host springs up, armed for battle ; 
and churches and seats of learning and the ends of 
the earth feel, and will feel more and more, this 
mighty impulse for Jesus. The greed of gain, the 
prime corruption of Anglo-Saxon blood, and the 
murderer of its millions, goes forth in ships of war 
to force reluctant commerce ; but while, with bloody 
arguments from the cannon's mouth, or skillful 
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diplomacy beneath a resistless flag, it enlarges the 
sphere of trade, a holier work too is done, and em- 
pires vast as China, and populations countless as 
Japan's, are opened to the gospel. Ambitious war 
also, to the lips in blood and tears, has often fought 
for truth and God, when it thought not so : and the 
battle-shock of nations, many a time, has poured 
out purity upon the world, like thunder-clouds upon 
the fields of air. Our Christian liberty was bom in 
battle. The Crimean war shattered the Moslem 
superstition, and wrung from the Crescent a tribute 
to the Cross. India has washed herself in blood ; 
but, from the hideous bath, has risen higher among 
the nations, and made a noble step towards heaven^ 
And now, while Europe quakes under the tread of 
imperial armies, is it too much to hope, that, when 
the sun shall break forth again above the scattered 
storm, it shall smile upon tyranny crushed, upon 
freedom in garlands, and upon the Bible and truth 
having free course, and glorified, by the banks of 
the Danube, on the plains of Lombardy, and under 
the very shadow of the Vatican ? It was, moreover, 
the dreadful wrong of persecution, which, in the 
first Christian age, like a whirlwind, bore the gospel 
seed to the ends of the earth ; which drove our Pil- 
grim Fathers to plant in a wilderness this tree of 
God, whose ripe fruit of liberty and love shall 
refresh the hunger of millions beyond the seas; 
and which, in almost every generation, by fire, and 
rack, and dungeon, has fertilized the Church, and, 
with the sword, has pruned a false luxuriance to. 
give it the true increase of heaven. 



I 

"* 



And thus it is ; and so may faith be confident, tiiat 
petty and gigantic evil will be used, or overruled, by 
Christ for His kingdom and glory. And if there 
is a bit even in the jaws of Satan to this end, how 
much more will there be a golden bridle upon all 
the forces of righteousness ! 

2. Wherefore we may have a second source of 
confidence in this matter from the certainty^ that gen^^ 
nine holiness^ the world over^ will toil for it 

Every truest soul, and every most Christ-like 
Church, re-enacting by the Spirit within them the 
everlasting decree, have resolved upon this triumph. 
They will rest, day nor night, no, not till Christ 
receive his rightful empire. Shall any heart, in- 
flamed with love, quench all its zeal, till the same 
holy ardor kindle in every bosom ? Shall any knee, 
which has felt the rapture of heavenly worship, 
unbend its humility, while a single fellow-knee is 
at the altar of any idol 1 Shall lips, rich with the 
praise, and fat with the bread of heaven, fail in the 
eloquence of Christ, while there is one untasting 
tongue ] Shall a Christian neck, which knows the 
ecstacy of the Cross and the glory of its blood, 
shrink from any burden of sacrifice, while a heathen 
back bends under the yoke of superstition, and 
wears the harness of the car of death t Thus at 
least will it never be with the noblest and best. 
The thousands nearest to heaven have resolved ; 
and, as the Lord liveth, that vow will not be dishon- 
ored. They will not cease their holy valor, nor to 
press the mercy-seat, nor to pour out rivers of gold, 
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nor to despise their lives unto the death, while a 
tribe is hostile to the cross, — ^while a single soul, 
on the highest mountain, or in the remotest isle, is 
without the knowledge of salvation and the love of 
Jesus. 

Such Christian heroism is on earth, and such 
resistless vows. Victory is sure, when such deter- 
mination enters the field, and will have nothing 
but victory. The sword is drawn, and shall know 
its scabbard no more, till Jesus reigns. A spirit, 
brighter than that which has gilded for ages the 
rocky sides of Thermopylse, a spirit, nobler than 
that which has covered the heights of Charlestown 
with patriotic glory, pants and struggles in thou- 
sands of Christian bosoms. And shall it not con- 
quer 't Even unholy enterprises can prosper through 
an iron will, and a Caesar triumph by burning his 
ships. And shall pious undertakings, sinewed 
with strong hearts, and grappled by faith to the 
arm of God, go down in disaster ] Above all, shall 
the purpose of the world's conversion, this great 
modern purpose in the heart of the Church, which, 
in its infancy, wrought so grandly in the lives of 
Carey and Martyn and Brainerd and Judson, now 
that it kindles the Christian soul so widely, and 
animates a host of heroes, as resolute and undis* 
mayed, be defeated of its aim? Not while love 
is resistless, and prayer answered, and faith 
omnipotent 

3. A third ground of confidence is the adminis^ 
tratim of Gad, which, from the first, rules for this 
kingdom of Christ 
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Since the fall, we cannot conceive of a purpose 
more worthy of the power, and wisdom, and love of 
the Almighty, than to restore a world to himself, — 
to repair so fearful a breach in his holy empire. 
Shall He rule, for its own sake, saints or rebels, it 
matters not ? Will He support an earth like this, so 
fair and glorious, for sin to play its endless pranks 
upon, and Satan to lord it ever over innocence and 
truth ? Shall He have a kingdom thus wrested from 
His sceptre, and care not for its reconquest t Shall 
the shout of the morning stars, which hailed its birth, 
but died away as the curse rolled on, never reascend 
over its restoration, louder and forever, into the 
delighted ears of the Most High ? It cannot, cannot 
be. The energies of Divine government, as it is 
wise and merciful, must bend themselves to that 
recovery, which is nobler than preservation, grander 
than to create. As there is reason in the heavenly 
sceptre, as there is goodness on the throne of God, 
the first aim of His administration among the affairs 
of men, in every event of disaster or glory, sprung 
from His counsel and wrought by His arm, must 
be the dawn of that gladsome and triumphant day, 
when there shall be ^^ new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." 

And so the world's history, from Eden onwards, 
by sacred or profane pen, is full of evidence to rea- 
son, as well as faith, of a Divine hand determined 
to conquer, and to guide the final issue to His 
highest glory. Every fiash of the fiaming sword 
which shot remorse into the hearts of the sinful 
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pair, every drop of water that aided the deluge over 
the mountain-tops, every hailstone which rattled 
upon blasphemous hosts, and every fiery flake that 
kindled in the dwellings of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
was full of the argument and the prayer: "Thy 
kingdom come." And in mercy too, His wondrous 
dealings with Israel, His chosen, in every article of 
glory or disgrace, from Abram in Ur to Jesus upon 
Calvary, all point to a nobler chosen of the Spirit, 
heirs of faith, who shall inherit the earth, and to a 
King whose dominion of heart shall embrace the 
remotest tribe. And so likewise has every century 
since gathered about the Cross, and paid tribute to 
the Church of Christ, — ^tribute from God, in the rise 
and fall of empires, in the progress of liberty and 
light, in the wealth of discovery, in the wonders of 
science, and in the noblest intellects which have 
adorned humanity. 

Thus is the past: and shall the future retrace 
such glorious steps ? Thus hath the Almighty pre- 
vailed : and, at this vantage hour, shall the Lord of 
hosts be weary and disheartened ] Shall this Divine 
plan of empire and redemption of the apostate earth, 
carried forward so grandly, so many ages long, now 
fail in the very sight of the goal of its triumph % 
Not while the universe is God's, and ministering 
angels fly, and the Spirit prompts in human hearts 
the battle-song of the Cross. 

4. Thus far have we followed, chiefly, fact and 
reason ; but let us now, in the last place, confiroi 
our confidence, never to be shaken, by searching 
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the holier fields of revelation. Reason is noble; 
facts are strong: but nobler infinitely, infinitely 
stronger, is the word of God, Eeason may wander ; 
facts may be misjudged : but the Holy One cannot 
err, His promise cannot faiL But when all combine ; 
when reason is substantiated, and facts confirmed, 
by the inspired voice; the thing itself, in open and 
completed presence, should not make us more 
inflexibly confident. 

And such a combination it is, which arrays itself 
against our unbelief, and demands a confidence of 
the world's issue to Christ Let the Bible complete 
the victory. And as in battle, when the* common 
forces have struggled long, and success is in the 
balance, the corps of reserve, some imperial guard, 
or bravest veterans in arms, are hurled upon the foe 
to ensure and perfect the triumph ; so now may 
these imperial Scriptures, clad in celestial light and 
armed from God, kept back till they seem to struggle 
for the field, sweep over all our souls, and bind 
every remaining doubt in captivity to the universal 
reign of Jesus. Not an argument, not an assertion, 
not an inference has been presented, but can be 
confirmed by many a celestial voice sounding out of 
the holy oracles. Every decree that " the wrath of 
man shall praise " the Lord ; every promise to faith- 
ful prayer and godly effort ; every sublime word 
from the Throne, '^ I am God, and there is none 
else ; my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure," points us onward assuredly to the king- 
dom of Christ But mingling with them all, higher 
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and grander yet, is many a positive promise and 
prophecy of the glorious day. Hear the voice 
of the Father : " Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession." Listen to 
the prophetic Spirit, which searcheth all things, 
even the deep things of God : " He shaU have do- 
minion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth. Yea, all kings shall fall 
down before him; all nations shall serve him." 
Behold with Daniel the heavenly vision, when he 
saw, and lo, ^' one like the Son of man came with 
the clouda of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
days, and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages 
should serve him." And now at last, with John, 
when all is accomplished, hear the ^^ great voices in 
heaven," and listen, till your souls catch the halle- 
luiah, saying : '^ The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he shall reign for ever and ever. 
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II. Such then, my brethren, is the train of 
reasons, from the reluctant hand of evil to the 
determined sceptre of God, which plead for our 
faith, in full assurance of the world's conversion. 
Such is the broad foundation on which the Church, 
and every Christian soul, should build her confi- 
dence, stronger than Gibraltar, against every assault 
of doubt, that, whatever host Inay encamp against 
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her, whatever war may arise, she will prevail ; the 
victory will be with Jesus to the ends of the earth. 
And were it thus, as it should be, what grand, what 
swift results in the birth of nations, yearly, daily, 
would astonish hell and enrapture the hosts above ! 
Let us then, if our imagination can stretch so high, 
consider now, very briefly, something of the effect, 
if the entire church were filled with this lofty spirit 
of confidence for Christ. 

True confidence is not, as some would imagine, 
the nurse of sloth and the mother of cowards : it is 
rather the noble parent of valor and action. It 
is not an upholsterer of easy chairs and couches 
of down ; but a maker of arms, of spurs, and of 
banners. It does not, in certainty of the issue, 
leave the field for others to win ; but pants to have 
a hand in the victory, and to hasten its hour. It 
does not believe in a lazy leaning upon God ; but, 
while it looks upward only for success, teaches the 
value of means, and makes every man feel that him- 
self is a real and important part of the Divine plan. 
It will not crown itself with pride, as though the 
creature were the lord of fortune ; but, in its highest 
hopes, amid the noblest sacrifice and toil, if it be 
true, is confident only of the Almighty, and of self 
through Him. 

"Whatever is otherwise, whatever engenders 
those base results, is doubt rather than confi- 
dence ; or, if confidence at all, is only the 
groundless confidence of fools. The object may 
not, indeed, secure one's interest enough to make 
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him either fearful or confident : he may be infidel, 
or unconcerned which way the issue turn. But 
when it is esteemed of moment, as every matter of 
God and the soul should be, and does not call forth 
every manly, active virtue, whatever the cause, it is 
not surely by reason of overmuch faith. Does the 
farmer, confident of a harvest, idle the spring away 
in watching the clouds and longing for com I Does 
the sailor, confident of his port, furl his sails 
when the breeze is fresh, or burn his charts amid 
dangerous rocks ? And will the Christian, confident 
of heaven and Christ, squander life with follies, or 
fail to tread the active course of godliness ? The 
hypocrite's hope, indeed, shall perish, and the hope 
of the fool ; but their confidence is only in the 
world, and in their lusts.. The disciple of election, 
who trusts in its inevitable choices to pursue his 
sinful pleasures, is not confident of Christ and 
salvation, as a personal end, but of this, which any 
simpleton may know as well, that whatever will 
be, will be. 

Thus infidelity may ruin in the guise of confi- 
dence, and madness trick itself out for hell in the 
colors of assurance. But it is doubt, — ^faithless, 
strange, and shameful doubt, which, above all, 
fetters the steps of Christian progress, blights the 
promise of holy deeds, quenches the fire of godly 
zeal, and hinders the Gospel successes, here and on 
pagan shores. It is especially active in opposition 
to the conversion of the world, to this spiritual 
baptism of the whole globe. Such a glorious day 



17 



is too bright, such a vast hope is too wonderful, 
for the ordinary faith. The poisonous scepticism 
works deeper than we are aware, and its death is 
in the heart of many a one, whose cheek seems 
glowing with the holiest health. Do Christian 
means give scantily to this grand object ; and is it 
not because, deep in the soul, farther than avarice 
reaches, there is a suspicion, that it is little better 
than pouring gold into the sea, or sowing wheat on 
icebergs ? Does Christian prayer plead faintly for 
these wild and unbaptized millions ; and is it not 
because, in the secret chamber of belief, the thought 
rules, that, abandoned to their shamelessness, the ear 
of heaven is dull, and the arm of God restrained, 
towards the hearts and homes of heathendom 1 
Does Christian zeal shrink from the pagan shore, 
and Christian sacrifice die but rarely there ; and is 
it not because, deeper than the root of home and 
patriotic selfishness, there is a lurking confidence 
in idolatry above the Cross, a harbored infidelity, 
that Christ shall be victorious to the earth's remotest 
bounds ? 

But when a holy confidence shall sweep away 
every vestige of this deadly unbelief; when trust 
shall root like the oak in the word and strength and 
glory of Immanuel, — what a change ! What a 
ferment of godliness and Christ in all the Church ! 
What courage ! What sacrifice ! What Apostolic 
toil for the world's salvation ! How grand, — ^the 
whole Church drinking the cup of duty to the 
dregs, and on the very summit of its high privi- 
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hfffi of prayer and battle for the kingdom of Jesus ! 
Such may she be, such should she be, by the un- 
bending confidence of faith. 

Has not faith, in this her highest mood of 
trust, thus full of God, power to work so glo- 
riously] Shall confidence in genius and destiny 
give the palm to bloody ambition 1 Shall con- 
fidence in the rights of liberty win the battle- 
field for a nobler patriotism? Shall even polit- 
ical strife turn to success, and the scale weigh 
out honor and riches for the party, which can 
inspire the strongest confidence, that victory is 
ready and eager to perch upon their banner ? And 
shall not the Church of Christ, by a holier and 
mightier confidence, wrought to enthusiasm and 
replete with God, soon cover every land with her 
bright ensigns of conquest, and, everywhere and 
forever, win swiflly her peaceful reign amid the 
ruins of idolatry, and above the eternal dust of 
every superstition 1 Surely the heavenly confidence 
shall prosper as the earthly ; yea, this may fail, but 
that, as (iod is true, shall never. 

Already I seem to see the bright, auspicious day 
in all its glory. The bride is confident of her 
Holovoil : the Church knows that her Redeemer 
livotlh She sees her King upon His holy hill of 
/ion, and believes that He has asked, and will 
rocoiviN ** tlio heathen for His inheritance, and the 
xittovmost parts of tlie earth for His possession.** 
Trombling doubt gives place to strong assurance, 
mul ftvblo lunirl to hearty courage* The prayer of 
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wrestling faith, so skillful to call down the arm of 
the Almighty, besieges the Throne, from day to day, 
from countless tongues. The coffers of hoarded 
wealth are shivered to atoms, and the treasury of 
righteousness overflows with uncankered gold. A 
host, burning with the name of Jesus, and ready for 
sacrifice, spring to the field in holy emulation, and 
cover the earth with the warriors of God. Onward, 
and ever brighter, like the rising sun, hastens the 
glory of Christ. Nations are born in a day. New 
hosannahs hourly roll through the heavens. And 
soon, how soon ! in the high noon of triumph, is 
enthroned the Sun of righteousness, shedding upon 
the whole world, without a vestige of night. His 
cloudless and celestial beams of peace, and holiness, 
and love. 

What heart in this assembly does not pant for 
such an hour, and will not strive to be a part in its 
coming ? Let us prepare then, even in this solemn 
hour of our worship. Let us overtiu'n the perfidi- 
ous strength of doubt. Let us, though a host should 
encamp against us, fear not, and, though war should 
rise, be confident of the Gospel and of Christ. Let 
us consider well this wonderful impressment of 
evil even in the service of God. * Let us study the 
missionary history, and be ennobled by the deeds, 
the hopes, and the vows of determined thousands, — 
yea, of the martyr heroes, whose hands are red with 
battle, or whose graves now glorify the heathen 
sod. Let us stretch back through the past, and, 
from the beginning, behold the Eternal treading 
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through the ages, and ordermg His infinite events 
to this great consummation. Let us rest upon the 
bosom of our God, and, from his own lips, hear 
the blessed promises, which must be fulfilled in 
the kingdom of Christ. Full of strength and joy 
and courage, let us then pray and toil, let us 
spend and be spent, let us fight and die, in full 
confidence of a glorious issue. 



(( 



Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
Does his saccessive journeys run ; 
His kingdom staretch from shore to shore» 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 



^' Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honors to our King : 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud Amen.'^ 



HISTORICAL SKETCH. 



The Palestine Missionary Society was organized June 
20, 1821. The occasion of its formation was the financial 
exigency of the Parent Society, which had been entertaining 
the design of enlarging their mission in Palestine and the 
circumjacent region, but had not the requisite funds. Under 
the direction of the Board, Mr. Daniel Temple, who had 
offered himself as a missionary for Palestine, visited the 
churches in this section of the State, and his appeals in 
behalf of the Board were specially successful. Aware of 
the interest awakened in the churches. Rev. Samuel W. Col- 
bum, of East Abington, suggested to several of his brethren 
the formation of a Society to sustain Mr. Temple in his con- 
templated mission. A meeting was accordingly notified, and 
several gentlemen of Weymouth, and other towns in the 
vicinity, met at Eev. William Tyler's meeting-house. South 
Weymouth, on the 20th of June, 1821, to consider the 
expediency of the proposed measure. The meeting was 
opened with prayer by Rev. R S. Storrs, and the object of 
the meeting was explained and recommended by an address 
to the assembly by Rev. Mr. Colbum. The draft of a con- 
stitution was presented by Rev. Seth Chapin, of Hanover, 
which, after deliberation and some amendment, was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The following officers were then chosen : 

ELIPHALET LOUD, Esq., President. 

Rev. ABEL RICHMOND, ? ^.-^ T>r>^^^^4^ 
Mr. seth hunt, \ ^*^ ^'■««^*- 

Rev. JONAS PERKINS, Secretary. 

EBENEZER ALDEN, M. D., Treojmrer. 

Mr. SILAS PAINE, Auditor. 
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From the origin of the Society to the present timey the 
officem hare been as fcUcnrs : 



BLIP!! ALET LOUD, Esq. Jane 21, IftJL 

Ho9. CHRII^OPHER WEBB, Jane 21, 182& 

Rer. DANIEL THOMAS, Jane 17, 1840. 

(iKJi. BENJAMIN KING, Jane 16, 1^7. 

HENRY W. ROBINSON, Esq. Jane 16, 1856. 



Vifee pRMdmta. 

Rer. ABEL RICHMOND, Jane 21, 1821. 

M». SETH HUNT, June 21, 1821. 

Dka, MORTON EDDY, Jane 20, 1827. 

Rkv. DANIEL THOMAS, Jane 21, 1837. 

JOSIAH W. KINGMAN, Esq. Jane 17, 1840. 

Dea. JONATHAN NEWCOMB, June 20, 1849. 

HENRY W. ROBINSON, Esq. Jane 20, 1853. 

R N. HOLBROOK, Esq, Jane 16, 185a 

SAMUEL BLAKE, Esq, June 16, 1858. 

0«ereUi7. 

Rev. JONAS PERKINS. June 20, 182L 

Treasurer. 

EBENEZER ALDEN, M. D. June 20, 1821. 

Auditor. 

SILAS PAINE, Esq. June 20, 182L 
Amount of funds raised by the Society, $63,251 80. 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Palestine 
Missionary Society, was held at the meeting-house of the 
Second Parish, Weymouth, June 15, 1859, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

The following officers were elected for the current year : 

HENRY W. ROBINSON, Esq., President 

E. N. HOLBROOK, Esq. ? y. p^^id^ 
SAMUEL BLAKE, Esq. \ ^*^ Presidents. 

Rev. JONAS PERKINS, D. D., Secretary. 
EBENEZER ALDEN, M. D., Treasurer. 
SILAS PAINE, Esq., Avditor. 

Voted, That the next Annual Meeting be held at Cam- 
pello, in Rev. Mr. Wood's meeting-house ; and that Eev. 
Charles L. Mills be the preacher. 

Voted f To adjourn, to attend public worship. At 11 
o'clock, A. M., a Sermon was preached by Eev. Frederic 
R. Abbe, the Treasurer's Report presented, and an Address 
made by Rev. Justin Perkins, D. D., as a deputation from 
the Board. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to Rev. 
Mr. Abbe, and that a copy of the Sermon preached by him 
be requested for publication by the Treasurer and Secretary, 
and that a Historical Statement of the origin and progress of 
the Society be appended. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to Rev. 
Dr. Perkins, for his appropriate and interesting Address. 
Also, to Rev. Mr. Terry and his people, for their hospitality 
on the occasion. 






RECEIPTS 



AHngtm, First Paritb, Gent. 119 ; La. 61.71 ; m. c. 135»68 ; $306 39 

South ** Gent. 102 ; La. 60 ; m. c. 12 ; 174 03 

East <* Gent, and La. 129 ; m. c. 37 ; 166 00 

BraifUree, First " La. 45,25 ; m. c. 118,50 ; 163 75 

South " Friend, 2 00 7 

BraitUree and Weytnoidh, Union So. coll. 27 ; m. c. 85,18 ; 112 18 

Bndgewaier, Trin. So. coll. 14 ; do. 38,67 ; m. c. 10,68 ; 63 35 

Scotland Par. m. c. 11 00 

Eatt Bridgmoaier, Trin. So. coll. 33 00 

Eatt and Weit Bridgeteater, Union So. 3 00 

Eastoiif Gent, and La. 75 00 

Hanover, Rev. Joel Mann, 100 00 t 

North BridffewaUr, First Par. L. £. 2 ; Gent, and La. 73 ; 75 00 ^ 

Porter So. coll. and m. c. 278 00 

Campello, coll. 39 45 

Quincy, Evan. So. Gent, and La. 61 ; m. c. 17 ; 78 00 

Randolph, First Par. Gent. 119,25 ; La, 46,48 ; s. s. 8,96 ; m. c. 125,80; 300 49 

East *' Gent. 21 ; La. 17,14 ; Yo. La. 10,65; m. c. 41,83; 90 62 

Winthrop Par. Gent. 41,25 ; La. 31,55 ; m. c. 100,05 ; 172 85 

Scituate, North, 13 36 

IVeymotah, North Par. Gent, and La. 88,35 ; m. c. 68,21 ; 156 56 

South ** Gent, and La. 100,16; m. c. 50,98; 151 14 

South, Union So. m. c. 114 84 

Legacy, Mr. Ansel Pratt, North Weymouth^ 1,000 00 

$3,679 98 
EBKNEZER ALDEN, Trbasurbr. 
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